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[ROLE]
ILLUSTRATION, GRAPHIC & UX DESIGN20 24

[HELLO]
MAGDALENA CAMPBELL

ABOUT (left) Photographer Sinjin Sullwald, Hair & Make-up Marlinette Newman & Florals by Kadou

Hello, I’m Magdalena.

I’m an independent graphic designer and illustrator with a striking aesthetic and strong pro-
fessional reputation.

I hand-draw illustrations and logos, create visual systems with heart, and specialise in 
designing with my clients’ business growth kept front of mind.

After my success as a senior designer for a global company, I made the move to indepedence, 
and have been designing under my Maria Magdalena brand for over eleven years.

Combining my role as an internationally exhibiting artist with my expertise in graphic design 
has ensured my measurable success. I have worked with brands from all over the world, many 
of whom have experienced over 300% growth after working with me.

Having moved to Cape Town to pursue my passion in the art industry, I now call the Winelands 
home. I was named an SABS Design Achiever in my fourth year of studies as well as an 
Emerging Creative at the International Design Indaba two months after launching my first 
illustration range.

I am particularly known for my style of combining complex lines to simple, elegant effect. It 
has been an honour to have had my work published worldwide on blogs, in magazines, on the 
radio and even on television.

Process is important to me and because of that, I take on a limited number of projects at a 
time. This quality control means I can give you the focus and exclusivity to ensure the very 
best results.

If you are ready to invest in yourself and your business growth, then welcome. Let’s get 
started.



BRANDING

[ROLE]
LOGO, BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION & 

COLLATERAL DESIGNS20 23
[CLIENT]
ANEL VAN DER MERWE



[ROLE]
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY20 23

[CLIENT]
CHARLOTTA HUBBE

Client
Project
Year

The Sushi Club
Logo, Illustration & Branding
2023

(above)

(above)

(above)

(above)Logo Design & Illustration

Image from Pinterest

Simple illustration for branding purposes.

Bold Colours & Textures

Logo & Branding project for a 
new Sushi Restaurant set to 
open in Johannesburg.

THE SUSHI CLUB



[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION & CORPORATE IDENTITY20 23

[CLIENT]
YOLISWA MQOCO
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[ROLE]
LOGO, BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, 

PACKAGING & LEAFLET DESIGN20 23
[CLIENT]
PURE LIVING

Client: Frane Jacobs 
St Francis

I DEVELOPED COMPREHENSIVE BRANDING FOR PURE LIVING, 
WHICH INCLUDED A HAND-ILLUSTRATED LOGO, CORPORATE 

IDENTITY, PACKAGING DESIGNS, AND LEAFLET INSERTS, ALL 
OF WHICH RECEIVED HIGH PRAISE FROM FRANE. LEVERAGING MY 
EXPERTISE IN INTERNATIONAL PACKAGING DESIGN WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE SECTOR, I DELIVERED EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS THAT 

HIGHLIGHT MY PROFICIENCY IN THIS FIELD.

PACKAGING

BRANDING &



[ROLE]
LOGO, BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, 

PACKAGING & LEAFLET DESIGN20 23
[CLIENT]
PURE LIVING
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[ROLE]
BRANDING, CORPORATE ID  & ILLUSTRATION20 22

[CLIENT]
DANIELA CANNY

BRANDING

“BRANDING BROUGHT TO LIFE BY MARIA MAGDALENA ATELIER, A CREATIVE GENIUS 
AND DREAM TO WORK WITH.” - DANIELA CANNY 

I crafted the branding and corporate 
identity for ELA by Daniela, a Cape 
Town-based slow fashion brand, 
emphasizing its unique ethos and 
sustainable practices. This involved 
designing a cohesive visual identity that 
reflects the brand’s commitment to 
quality and timeless style. My work helped 
position ELA by Daniela as a distinguished 
name in the slow fashion industry.

(above)
Icon illustrated element

(above)
Illustrated logo design and branding



[ROLE]
BRANDING, CORPORATE ID  & ILLUSTRATION20 22

[CLIENT]
DANIELA CANNY
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[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, ANIMATION, 

CORPORATE IDENTITY & UX/UI DESIGN20 23
[CLIENT]
TANIA BENADE-MEYER

(above) Logo Design for Mutherboard

BRANDING
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[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, ANIMATION, 

CORPORATE IDENTITY & UX/UI DESIGN20 23
[CLIENT]
TANIA BENADE-MEYER

CORPORATE IDENTITY

(above) Layout Design including Pitch Deck & 
MailChimp Mailers

(above) Business Card design & Corporate Identity



[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, ANIMATION, 

CORPORATE IDENTITY & UX/UI DESIGN20 23
[CLIENT]
TANIA BENADE-MEYER

Home Page

Blog Page

Services

CUSTOM UX/UI
DESIGNED
WEBSITE



[ROLE]
ILLUSTRATION & GRAPHIC DESIGN20 18

[CLIENT]
TRENERY

Hair Knot

French Knot

Handbag Fold

ILLUSTRATION & GRAPHIC
DESIGN FOR TRENERY



[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, CORPORATE IDENTITY 

AND WEBSITE DESIGN CONSULT20 23
[CLIENT]
KLARA MCCLUNAN CLIENT

“Working with Maria Magdalena Atelier 
was such an easy choice. I’ve known Mags 
for a few years now; on a professional and 
a deeply personal level. She is just one of 
those people when you meet her, it just 
clicks. Grateful to have a woman like you 
in my life. Grateful for your talent and for 
making magic.”

- Klara McClunan

BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, CORPORATE IDENTITY AND WEBSITE DESIGN CONSULTING 
WORKING WITH A THEME

Client
Project
Year

Klara McClunan
Branding, CI & Website

2023



[ROLE]
BRANDING, ILLUSTRATION, CORPORATE IDENTITY 

AND WEBSITE DESIGN CONSULT20 23
[CLIENT]
KLARA MCCLUNAN

[Project Description] I hand-illustrated and designed the branding and corporate identity for ELA by Daniela, 
and provided design consulting hours for her website, ensuring it adhered to the chosen theme.

CORPORATE IDENTITY
Klara McClunan,

Cape Town.



20 23
[CLIENT]
KLARA MCCLUNAN

EXAMPLE PROJECT

(above) Header design in Word.

(above)
Logo and Illustration

(above)
Photograph of Klara McClunan based 

on the moodboard I  created for her. 
Photographer: Paige Wood

“WORKING WITH MARIA MAGDALENA ATELIER WAS AN EASY CHOICE. 
GRATEFUL FOR YOUR TALENT AND FOR MAKING MAGIC.” 

- KLARA MCCLUNAN
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Plank, making excellent advertising films since 2003.
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Burger King

Sub heading to go here

Well, this is it. But there is more, we have an 

extensive library on Vimeo.

Let’s Go

© All rights reserved. Copyright Plank 2024. Terms and Conditions
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Have a look at our work. We’ve picked up a few awards 

along the way, but that’s not why we do this. If you like 

what you see, drop us a line.

Producer 

Seamus Bax 

seamus@plank.co.za 

+27 767204369

Office 

Liesel Po�orsky 

info@plank.co.za 

+27 21 4610887

10 Bennin�ton Road 

Tam�oerskloof 

Cape Town, 8001

Instagram:    @plank 

LinkedIn:        @plank 

Facebook:     @plank
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Plank, making excellent advertising 

films since 2003.

[ROLE]
UX/UI DESIGNED CUSTOM WEBSITE20 24

[CLIENT]
PLANK

Home Page Library

CUSTOM 
UX/UI
DESIGNED
WEBSITE

Contact

Intro Animation



[ROLE]
LOGO, BRANDING, CORPORATE IDENTITY, 

ILLUSTRATION & WEBSITE20 23
[CLIENT]
LUCY ARNOT MILROY
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20 24
[CLIENT]
WHITE LIGHT CO

CUSTOM WEBSITE DESIGN FOR WHITE LIGHT CO: A FUN, 
INTERACTIVE PHOTO BOOTH EXPERIENCE

WHITELIGHTCO.CO.ZA
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BRANDING
[ROLE]

BRANDING, CORPORATE ID, WEB 
DESIGN & PITCH DECK20 24

[CLIENT]
LEVEL EIGHT MARKETING

“I am so happy with how everything is turning out. We did a little 
drop for our campaign, and the sub mark on the cards looks 
fantastic. Everyone already feels so proud to be associated with 
the brand. Thank you for your professionalism and patience with 
us.”

- Wendy Gengan

(above) Business card design and mock-up



[ROLE]
BRANDING, CORPORATE ID, WEB 

DESIGN & PITCH DECK20 24
[CLIENT]
WENDY & LOGAN GENGAN

(above) Custom designed web site.



20 20
[CLIENT]
HANNEKE BARLOW

Hanneke Barlow is an extraordinary accountant and entrepreneur who, while raising and homeschooling her 
three beautiful children, created a social media page to capture their daily experiences. I had the pleasure of 

creating her branding.

BRANDING

BRANDING & ILLUSTRATION



20 23
[CLIENT]
BRONWEN JONES

DESIGNED A CUSTOM UX/UI WEBSITE FOR STILL, DELIVERING AN INTUITIVE AND 
VISUALLY COMPELLING USER EXPERIENCE TAILORED TO THEIR BRAND.

BRONWEN JONES
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20 18
[CLIENT]
COUNTRY ROAD

CREATED ILLUSTRATIONS OF DURBAN, JOHANNESBURG, AND CAPE TOWN FOR COFFEE 
CUPS AS PART OF A COUNTRY ROAD MARKETING ACTIVATION IN THOSE RESPECTIVE 

CITIES.

NICOLE MASON
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BRANDING, BOOK-
& UX/UI DESIGN

20 21
[CLIENT]
KIRSTEN & MICHAEL PERCY

It was an honor to contribute to this project, from branding and 
book design to web design. Unfortunately, the client had to pause 

the project for personal reasons.

the best years

(above)
Branding, Corporate Identiy and Book 

Design for The Best Years



20 21
[CLIENT]
KIRSTEN & MICHAEL PERCY

ONE OF MY FAVOURITE WEBSITE DESIGNS TO DATE. I HOPE THEY LAUNCH THE 
PROJECT ONE DAY. IT IS TRULY SPECIAL.
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[MEDIUM]
INK ON FABRIANO20 15

[ARTIST]
MARIA MAGDALENA

This piece, which I hand drew for my solo exhibition in Cape Town, was later showcased at 
independent exhibitions in New York and Berlin. It stands as one of my most notable works 

of art.

TALES OF TABLE MOUNTAIN
Drawing by Maria Magdalena



20 20
[CLIENT]
JOOSTENBERG

Over several years, I collaborated with Tyrrel Myburgh to redesign 
and redraw illustrations for each of Joostenberg’s wine labels. 
Since the launch of the new labels, Joostenberg has achieved 

significant success internationally.

ILLUSTRATION & WINE 
LABEL DESIGNS

https://joostenberg.co.za/shop/wines/

(above)
Wine label design and illustration for 

Joostenberg



20 17
[MUSE]
MICHELLE HATTINGH

AN ARTISTIC EXPLORATION AIMED AT EMPOWERING FEMALES THAT HAVE BEEN 
RAPED OR PHYSICALLY ABUSED IN AFRICA. FINDING A WAY TO NOT ONLY HELP THE 
INDIVIDUAL, BUT CREATING AWARENESS, ERADICATING THE SHAME OF ADMITTING TO 
IT AND GUIDING THE COMMUNITY TO BEST JOIN HANDS IN THE FIGHT AGAINST IT.

EXHIBITED IN NEW YORK & BERLIN
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[ROLE]
ARTIST20 17

[EXHIBITIONS]
NEW YORK & BERLIN

HEALING HANDS

(above) Healing Hands

Muse
Project
Year

Michelle Hattingh
The f word
2017

An artistic exploration aimed at empowering females 
that have been raped or physically abused in Africa. 
Finding a way to not only help the individual, but 
creating awareness, eradicating the shame of 
admitting to it and guiding the community to best join 
hands in the fight against it.



20 23
[CLIENT]
SASKIA MELLEMA

I thoroughly enjoy taking projects from inception to completion. 
For Mel Wines, I crafted the logo, branding, and corporate identity, 

designed all their wine labels, and ultimately developed their 
website.

BRANDING &
WINE LABELS

https://melwines.co.za

(above)
Branding, illustration and wine label 

design for Mel Wines



CHARDONNAY
2018

CEO

Mel Wines is a quintessential passion story. One born 
out of a longstanding love of wine and the pursuit of 
excellence. For many years, founders Rene and Saskia 
Mellema travelled the world searching for the perfect 
parcel of land to bring their shared vision to life. In 
2014, they discovered Klein Champagne - one of the 
oldest farms in Franschhoek and the optimal starting 
point to plant vines, keep horses and call home.

About Us

Discover the world of Mel Wines and 
find the right wine for you.

We dedicate the same high level of attention to crafting our wine as we do to raising 

our champion horses. Enjoy our hand crafted, champion-quality Franschhoek wines 

delivered straight to your door.

ABOUT     CONTACT     SHOP  © Mel Wines 2022

SHOPCONTACTABOUT

SHOP THE MEL HERD

CONTINUE READING

FIRST SANGIOVES 
ROSÉ 2022

FETANO  
SANGIOVESE 2019

CEO 
CHARDONNAY 2018

MOOIBOY 
MERLOT 2019

wines is a result of our unwavering 
dedication and discipline to nature and 
nurture. All grapes are 100% estate-grown, 
and we are one of the few wineries in the 
country producing the up-and-coming 
Italian red varietals Nebbiolo and 
Sangiovese. Our vision is to craft small-
batch, single varietal wines that are 
balanced, delicious and that can truly take 
the reins, vintage after vintage.

knows what it takes to be a winner. Complex 
and full of characters, Fentano presents a 
quiet force that needs time to unveil its many 
subtle and mysterious 
layers. 
 
As a complement to Fentano, our Vabond 
Nebbiolo is named after our speckled dark 
bay Boerperd pony. Just like this wine, VB (our 
affectionate nickname for him) is a 
commanding character that gallops onto the 
palate and wows the crowd. Exuberant, 
profound, and proud, he is wonderfully 
rewarding to work with and full of fortitude. 
 
All Mel Wines are made with the utmost 
attention and care so you can indulge in a well 
deserved moment of luxury. Ultimately, Mel 
Wines adopts a disciplined approach to 
handcraft small-batch single varietal wines that 
can truly take the reins.

dark bay in colour. Mooiboy embodies 
elegance, softness and strength and is friendly 
to approach. For those that prefer a bolder 
wine, the Marmer Pinotage is named after a 
beautiful Boerperd pony with a very relaxed 
temperament and athletic build. 
 
The Franschhoek Valley is best known for 
producing bottle-fermented sparkling wine 
known as Cap Classique, as well as growing 
Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Shiraz and Merlot. 
Yet, it is also perfectly suited to lesser-known 
varieties such as Sangiovese and Nebbiolo. 
Motivated by the importance of planting 
better-suited varieties for the changing 
climate, we choose to give Sangiovese and 
Nebbiolo the leading role in our stable of 
wines. 
 
Fentano Sangiovese is named after our 
champion showjumper and eventer. Described 
as a ‘dream boy’, 
Fentano has an easy-going temperament that 

Whether you are a newcomer or seasoned 
wine lover, the Mel First Rosé is a delightful 
wine to hop onto. Named after one of our 
champion horses, this aromatic rosé mirrors 
First’s delicate temper and gentle approach. 
 
To experience the depth and range of 
Franschhoek, we invite you to canter with our 
core range. These are true reliable steeds, 
offering an elegant reflection of our vineyards. 
For white wine lovers, the Firminus Sauvignon 
Blanc is a 
sophisticated starting point. Firminus was our 
very first horse, originally imported 
from Holland. He is the lightest of our 
collection, and full of zest. For those who 
prefer a slightly richer style, our CEO 
Chardonnay is named after our very large dark 
bay horse who is a born showjumper. A 
complex character, his name reflects the 
position and the respect he deserves. 
 
On the red side, our Mooiboy Merlot is a 
graceful young horse, trained in dressage and 

Mel Wines is a quintessential passion story. 
One born out of a longstanding love of wine 
and the pursuit of excellence. For many years, 
founders Rene and Saskia Mellema travelled 
the world searching for the perfect parcel of 
land to bring their shared vision to life. In 
2014, they discovered Klein Champagne - one 
of the oldest farms in Franschhoek and the 
optimal starting point to plant vines, keep 
horses and call home. 
 
Named after the founders, Mel Wines draws 
from their experience of raising champion 
sports horses to craft top-performing 
Franschhoek wine. So akin are the two 

endeavours that each wine is named after 
one of the beloved horses. 
 
Set among jagged peaks and mountainous 
slopes, Franschhoek is one of the most 
celebrated wine regions in South Africa. The 
vineyards enjoy a warm, continental climate 
moderated by the cooling mountain 
breezes and generous winter rainfall. 
Undulating and diverse, Franschhoek is a 
unique confluence of terroir where only true 
masters can triumph in their craft. 
 
To create a stable of showstopping wines, Mel 
Wines observes the maxim that what you put 

in, you get out. Like the horses on the farm, 
the vines receive meticulous care to 
encourage each varietal to develop and 
express its charismatic personality. Our 
approach includes working with the Italian 
grapes Nebbiolo and Sangiovese. As one of 
the few South African wineries offering these 
two red varietals, it is a further testament to 
Rene and Saskia’s ambition to push for 
greatness. 
 
Ultimately, Mel Wines adopts a disciplined 
approach to handcraft small-batch single 
varietal wines that can truly take the reins.

About Us

CHAMPIONING FRANSCHHOEK 
WINE EXCELLENCE

While there are a lot of great wines in the Franschhoek 
Valley of South Africa, not all of them come with a story 
that resonates with you and delivers on the point of 
difference you are seeking. Finding a top-performing wine 
can be a lot harder than it might seem! 
 
At Mel Wines, we know what it takes to create a champion. 
Drawing from our experience of training prize-winning 
sports horses, we dedicate the same high level of attention 
to crafting our wine. With prime vineyards in one of the 
oldest farms in Franschhoek, our curated stable of wines 
results from our unwavering dedication and discipline to 

nature and nurture. All grapes are 100% 
estate-grown, and we are one of the few 
wineries in the country producing the up-
and-coming Italian red varietals Nebbiolo 
and Sangiovese. Our vision is to craft small-
batch, single varietal wines that are 
balanced and delicious and can truly take 
the reins. 
 
We invite you to join the Mel Wines herd 
and try a horse of a different colour.

The Wines

At Mel Wines, we know you want to celebrate life with those small 
moments of everyday luxury. As a Franschhoek-based winery growing 
100% estate-grown, premium grapes, Mel Wines practices great care 

and discipline in our vineyards and cellar so that you’re always 
rewarded with a champion.

Mel Wines is one of the few South 
African wineries offering the two Italian 
red varietals, Nebbiolo and Sangiovese. 

These robust Mediterranean grapes 
produce some of the most exciting, 

refined expressions in the avant-garde 
viticultural landscape.

Championing 
Italian Varietals

Just like the founders’ commitment to 
success in the equestrian arena, so 

their discipline reflects in their 
winemaking approach. Each vineyard 
receives meticulous attention to detail 

to groom the grapes into a show-
stopping stable of wines.

Precision 
Winemaking

All our grapes are grown in 
Franschhoek’s continental climate. 
Our estate benefits from moderate 
temperatures thanks to the cooling 
mountain valley winds that create 
ideal conditions for premium wine 

growing.

Wine of Origin 
Franschhoek

Meet the Mel Herd

Franschhoek is exactly what you expect when you think of the 
Cape Winelands: hillside wineries, charming BnBs, gastronomic 
discoveries and vast expanses of perfectly ordered grapevines 
growing along the mountainous slopes. It is a world-class 
destination synonymous with quality and mastery. Yet, while 
there are a lot of great wines in the Franschhoek Valley of South 
Africa, not all of them come with a story that resonates with you 
and delivers on the point of difference you are seeking. Finding a 
top-performing wine can be a lot harder than it might seem! 
 
This is precisely why our founders, René and Saskia Mellema, 
decided to pursue their passion of establishing a winery and 
private equestrian estate on the outskirts of the centuries-old 
French Huguenot village. In 2014, the duo purchased Klein 
Champagne - one of the oldest farms in the Franschhoek Valley. 
The Mellema’s are no newcomers to production, having made their 
success in supplying speciality ingredients to the food and wine 
industry across the globe. An abbreviated form of the Mellema 
surname, Mel Wines is the realisation of a shared dream and the 
next step in their pursuit of excellence. We invite you to join the 
Mel Wines herd and try a horse of a different colour.

The Farm

Franschhoek is one of the most celebrated wine regions in 
South Africa. Our vineyards are located at 400m above sea 
level. Here, they benefit from a continental climate that is 
moderated by the cooling mountain breezes and generous 
winter rainfall. Undulating and diverse, Franschhoek is a 
unique confluence of terroir where only true masters can 
triumph in their craft. 
 
As equestrians, we know what it takes to create a 
champion. That’s why we dedicate the same high level 
of attention to crafting top-performing wine as we do to 
our equestrian endeavours. With prime vineyards in some 
of the finest terroir in Franschhoek, our curated stable of 

A Top-Performing 
Region

Discover the world of Mel Wines and 
find the right wine for you.

SHOP THE MEL HEARDSHOP THE MEL HEARD

SHOPCONTACTABOUT

ABOUT     CONTACT     SHOP  © Mel Wines 2022

wines is a result of our unwavering 
dedication and discipline to nature and 
nurture. All grapes are 100% estate-grown, 
and we are one of the few wineries in the 
country producing the up-and-coming 
Italian red varietals Nebbiolo and 
Sangiovese. Our vision is to craft small-
batch, single varietal wines that are 
balanced, delicious and that can truly take 
the reins, vintage after vintage.

knows what it takes to be a winner. Complex 
and full of characters, Fentano presents a 
quiet force that needs time to unveil its many 
subtle and mysterious 
layers. 
 
As a complement to Fentano, our Vabond 
Nebbiolo is named after our speckled dark 
bay Boerperd pony. Just like this wine, VB (our 
affectionate nickname for him) is a 
commanding character that gallops onto the 
palate and wows the crowd. Exuberant, 
profound, and proud, he is wonderfully 
rewarding to work with and full of fortitude. 
 
All Mel Wines are made with the utmost 
attention and care so you can indulge in a well 
deserved moment of luxury. Ultimately, Mel 
Wines adopts a disciplined approach to 
handcraft small-batch single varietal wines that 
can truly take the reins.

dark bay in colour. Mooiboy embodies 
elegance, softness and strength and is friendly 
to approach. For those that prefer a bolder 
wine, the Marmer Pinotage is named after a 
beautiful Boerperd pony with a very relaxed 
temperament and athletic build. 
 
The Franschhoek Valley is best known for 
producing bottle-fermented sparkling wine 
known as Cap Classique, as well as growing 
Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Shiraz and Merlot. 
Yet, it is also perfectly suited to lesser-known 
varieties such as Sangiovese and Nebbiolo. 
Motivated by the importance of planting 
better-suited varieties for the changing 
climate, we choose to give Sangiovese and 
Nebbiolo the leading role in our stable of 
wines. 
 
Fentano Sangiovese is named after our 
champion showjumper and eventer. Described 
as a ‘dream boy’, 
Fentano has an easy-going temperament that 

Whether you are a newcomer or seasoned 
wine lover, the Mel First Rosé is a delightful 
wine to hop onto. Named after one of our 
champion horses, this aromatic rosé mirrors 
First’s delicate temper and gentle approach. 
 
To experience the depth and range of 
Franschhoek, we invite you to canter with our 
core range. These are true reliable steeds, 
offering an elegant reflection of our vineyards. 
For white wine lovers, the Firminus Sauvignon 
Blanc is a 
sophisticated starting point. Firminus was our 
very first horse, originally imported 
from Holland. He is the lightest of our 
collection, and full of zest. For those who 
prefer a slightly richer style, our CEO 
Chardonnay is named after our very large dark 
bay horse who is a born showjumper. A 
complex character, his name reflects the 
position and the respect he deserves. 
 
On the red side, our Mooiboy Merlot is a 
graceful young horse, trained in dressage and 

Mel Wines is a quintessential passion story. 
One born out of a longstanding love of wine 
and the pursuit of excellence. For many years, 
founders Rene and Saskia Mellema travelled 
the world searching for the perfect parcel of 
land to bring their shared vision to life. In 
2014, they discovered Klein Champagne - one 
of the oldest farms in Franschhoek and the 
optimal starting point to plant vines, keep 
horses and call home. 
 
Named after the founders, Mel Wines draws 
from their experience of raising champion 
sports horses to craft top-performing 
Franschhoek wine. So akin are the two 

endeavours that each wine is named after 
one of the beloved horses. 
 
Set among jagged peaks and mountainous 
slopes, Franschhoek is one of the most 
celebrated wine regions in South Africa. The 
vineyards enjoy a warm, continental climate 
moderated by the cooling mountain 
breezes and generous winter rainfall. 
Undulating and diverse, Franschhoek is a 
unique confluence of terroir where only true 
masters can triumph in their craft. 
 
To create a stable of showstopping wines, Mel 
Wines observes the maxim that what you put 

in, you get out. Like the horses on the farm, 
the vines receive meticulous care to 
encourage each varietal to develop and 
express its charismatic personality. Our 
approach includes working with the Italian 
grapes Nebbiolo and Sangiovese. As one of 
the few South African wineries offering these 
two red varietals, it is a further testament to 
Rene and Saskia’s ambition to push for 
greatness. 
 
Ultimately, Mel Wines adopts a disciplined 
approach to handcraft small-batch single 
varietal wines that can truly take the reins.

About Us

CHAMPIONING FRANSCHHOEK 
WINE EXCELLENCE

While there are a lot of great wines in the Franschhoek 
Valley of South Africa, not all of them come with a story 
that resonates with you and delivers on the point of 
difference you are seeking. Finding a top-performing wine 
can be a lot harder than it might seem! 
 
At Mel Wines, we know what it takes to create a champion. 
Drawing from our experience of training prize-winning 
sports horses, we dedicate the same high level of attention 
to crafting our wine. With prime vineyards in one of the 
oldest farms in Franschhoek, our curated stable of wines 
results from our unwavering dedication and discipline to 

nature and nurture. All grapes are 100% 
estate-grown, and we are one of the few 
wineries in the country producing the up-
and-coming Italian red varietals Nebbiolo 
and Sangiovese. Our vision is to craft small-
batch, single varietal wines that are 
balanced and delicious and can truly take 
the reins. 
 
We invite you to join the Mel Wines herd 
and try a horse of a different colour.

The Wines

At Mel Wines, we know you want to celebrate life with those small 
moments of everyday luxury. As a Franschhoek-based winery growing 
100% estate-grown, premium grapes, Mel Wines practices great care 

and discipline in our vineyards and cellar so that you’re always 
rewarded with a champion.

Mel Wines is one of the few South 
African wineries offering the two Italian 
red varietals, Nebbiolo and Sangiovese. 

These robust Mediterranean grapes 
produce some of the most exciting, 

refined expressions in the avant-garde 
viticultural landscape.

Championing 
Italian Varietals

Just like the founders’ commitment to 
success in the equestrian arena, so 

their discipline reflects in their 
winemaking approach. Each vineyard 
receives meticulous attention to detail 

to groom the grapes into a show-
stopping stable of wines.

Precision 
Winemaking

All our grapes are grown in 
Franschhoek’s continental climate. 
Our estate benefits from moderate 
temperatures thanks to the cooling 
mountain valley winds that create 
ideal conditions for premium wine 

growing.

Wine of Origin 
Franschhoek

Meet the Mel Herd

Franschhoek is exactly what you expect when you think of the 
Cape Winelands: hillside wineries, charming BnBs, gastronomic 
discoveries and vast expanses of perfectly ordered grapevines 
growing along the mountainous slopes. It is a world-class 
destination synonymous with quality and mastery. Yet, while 
there are a lot of great wines in the Franschhoek Valley of South 
Africa, not all of them come with a story that resonates with you 
and delivers on the point of difference you are seeking. Finding a 
top-performing wine can be a lot harder than it might seem! 
 
This is precisely why our founders, René and Saskia Mellema, 
decided to pursue their passion of establishing a winery and 
private equestrian estate on the outskirts of the centuries-old 
French Huguenot village. In 2014, the duo purchased Klein 
Champagne - one of the oldest farms in the Franschhoek Valley. 
The Mellema’s are no newcomers to production, having made their 
success in supplying speciality ingredients to the food and wine 
industry across the globe. An abbreviated form of the Mellema 
surname, Mel Wines is the realisation of a shared dream and the 
next step in their pursuit of excellence. We invite you to join the 
Mel Wines herd and try a horse of a different colour.

The Farm

Franschhoek is one of the most celebrated wine regions in 
South Africa. Our vineyards are located at 400m above sea 
level. Here, they benefit from a continental climate that is 
moderated by the cooling mountain breezes and generous 
winter rainfall. Undulating and diverse, Franschhoek is a 
unique confluence of terroir where only true masters can 
triumph in their craft. 
 
As equestrians, we know what it takes to create a 
champion. That’s why we dedicate the same high level 
of attention to crafting top-performing wine as we do to 
our equestrian endeavours. With prime vineyards in some 
of the finest terroir in Franschhoek, our curated stable of 

A Top-Performing 
Region

Discover the world of Mel Wines and 
find the right wine for you.
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Saskia Mellema
Mel Wines 
20203

I thoroughly enjoy taking projects from inception to completion. 
For Mel Wines, I crafted the logo, branding, and corporate identity, 
designed all their wine labels, and ultimately developed their 
website.
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